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SUBJECT: JAPANESE PERSPECTIVE ON RECENT CHINESE 
DEVELOPMENTS 

1 . SUMMARY: ACCORDING TO A JAPANESE EMBASSY OFFICER 
(PROTECT THROUGHOUT), THE JAPANESE GOVERNMENT 
BELIEVES IT LIKELY THAT THE MAY 9, 1978 INCIDENT ON 
THE SINO-SOVIET BORDER WAS A DELIBERATE SOVIET 
PROVOCATION. HERE IN PARIS THE SOVIET EMBASSY ASKED 
THE JAPANESETO FOLLOW THEIR EXAMPLE BY URGING THE 
FRENCH NOT TO SELL MODERN ARMS TO CHINA. ON THE 
OTHER HAND, THE JAPANESE HERE CONSIDER THE EXODUS 
OF ETHNIC CHINESE FROM VIETNAM THE RESULT OF THE 
NEW VIETNAMESE ECONOMIC PROGRAM RATHER THAN AN 
ANTI-CHINESE RACIAL CAMPAIGN. END SUMMARY 

2. EMBOFF HAD TOUR D'HORIZON WITH NEWLY ARRIVED 
JAPANESE EMBASSY CHINA EXPERT AT LATTER'S INITIATIVE, 

AND DISCUSSION FOCUSED ON MAY 9 SINO-SOVIET BORDER 
INCIDENT. SOURCE BROUGHT ALONG TOKYO CABLE OFFERING 
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JAPANESE ANALYSIS. GIST IS THAT JAPANESE, WHILE 
NOT YET CERTAIN THAT SOVIET INCURSION INTO CHINA WAS 
ACCIDENTAL, DO TEND TO FEEL THAT THIS WAS A DELIBERATE 
SOVIET PROVOCATION TESTING NEW CHINESE LEADERSHIP. 

SOME JAPANESE ANALYSTS ARE STRUCK BY FACT THAT SOVIET 
BORDER NEGOTIATOR LEONID ILYICHEV WAS IN PARING AT 
TIME OF SOVIET INCURSION, WHICH MADE IT EASIER FOR 
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THE SOVIETS TO ASSESS THE CHINESE REACTION. SOURCE 
SAID TOKYO ALSO FEELS THAT THE BORDER INCURSION MAY 
HAVE BEEN AN EFFORT TO ASSIST VIETNAM; THE THEORY 
BEING THAT SOVIETS CREATED A PROBLEM ON CHINA'S 
NORTHERN BORDER AT A TIME WHEN VIOLENT INCIDENTS WERE 
INCREASING BETWEEN CHINA AND VIETNAM ON CHINA'S 
SOUTHERN BORDER. TOKYO REPORTEDLY ALSO RELATES 
SOVIET INCURSION TO WAR BETWEEN KAMPUSHEA AND VIETM, 
AS SOVIET SUPPORT FOR THE LATTER AND A WARNING TO THE 
CHINESE TO CAREFULLY WEIGH HOW FAR THEY WILL GO IN 
SUPPORT OF KAMPUCHEA. 

3. THE ABOVE NOTWITHSTANDING, THE JAPANESE HAVE 
ALSO NOT YET COMPLETELY DISCOUNTED THE POSSIBILITY 
THAT THIS WAS AN ACCIDENTAL INCURSION. TOKYO HOWEVER 
DOES NOT CONSIDER IT LIKELY THAT SOVIETS COULD 
HAVE MADE SUCH A GROSS ERROR IN AN AREA OF EXTREME 
SENSITIVITY FOR BOTH CHINA AND THE SOVIET UNION. 
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4. ON FRENCH-CHINESE RELTIONS. SOURCE SAID THAT A 
SOVIET EMBASSY OFFICER IN PARIS RECENTLY CALLED ON 
JAPANESE HERE TO REQUEST THAT JAPAN DISCOURAGE FRENCH 
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FROM SELLING MODERN ARMS TO CHINA. SOVIETS ARGUED 
THAT FRENCH SALES OF MODERN WEAPONS TO CHINA 
PRESENTS MILITARY THREAT TO JAPAN AS WELL AS SOVIET 
UNION. JAPANESE RESPONSE REPORTEDLY WAS THAT SUBJECT 
OF POSSIBLE ARMS SALES WAS BILATERAL MATTER BETWEEN 
FRANCE AND CHINA. JAPANESE THEREFORE WOULD NOT 
ATTEMPT TO INFLUENCE THE FRENCH POSITION. 

5. ON SINO- VIETNAMESE TENSIONS: SOURCE SAID THAT 
JAPANESE EMBASSY IN HANOI REPORTS THAT THE EXODUS 
FROM VIETNAM OF ETHNIC CHINESE IS THE RESULT OF A 
VIETNAMESE PROGRAM TO DESTROY THE ECONOMIC POWER 
BASE OF PRIVATE BUSINESSES IN SOUTH AND NORTH VIETNAM. 
SOURCE SAID THAT IN REALITY THIS MEANS THAT ALMOST 
EVERYONE BEING AFFECTED IS AN ETHNIC CHINESE. THE 
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CHINESE LEAVING VIETNAM ARE FROM THE SOUTH AS 

WELL AS THE NORTH. WHILE IN THEORY THEY ARE I .RAVING 
VOLUNTARILY, THEY HAVE NO CHOICE IN FACT, SINCE THE 
VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT IS DEPRIVING THEM OF THEIR 
LIVELIHOOD AND OF THEIR WEALTH. THIS IS ILLUSTRATED 
BY THE RAPID CLOSING OF CHINESE RESTAURANTS IN HANOI 
AND THE RESULTING DEPARTURE OF THE 
CHINESE BUSINESSMEN WHO RUN THEM. 

HARTMAN 
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